68

Special Landscape Architect

k Baljon

ODEWIJK BALJON landscape architects

LODEWIJK BALJON landscape architects is an international office for urban design and landscape archite

last 20 years LODEWIJK BALJON landscape architects has established itself as a leading design office which meets success-
fully design challenges in highly innovative ways. Their international team of landscape architects and urban designers are
continuously pushing the potential of landscape architecture forward,

The activities range from the garden to the city. Alongside the development of the theory of landscape architecture, the
interest in the arts and crafts aspect of the profession is the constant binding component in the projects. In every project the
landscape is explored for hidden potential. Landscape architecture influences the environment intentionally, therefore it

has the obligation to it in a responsible way. To create a place that engages people and is sustainable.
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Lodewijk Baljon

Lodewijk Baljon (1956) graduated Cum Laude at Wageningen University and
received his PhD in 1992 (Designing Parks, An examination of contemporary
approaches to design in landscape architecture). Since 1986, he holds his
office in Amsterdam, where he is working with a team of fifteen designers on
a variety of projects, ranging from private to public projects and from land-
scape architecture to urban design. The design work is supported by teaching,
research and writing. He was awarded the most prestigious prize for urban
design in the Netherlands: Omgevingsarchitectuurprijs. In 2004 he received
two awards from the American Society of Landscape Architects. Recently he
got the Dutch Design Award (category public space) for the Station Square in

Apeldoorn (this project has just been nominated for the German Design
Award 2010), and the National Building Prize (category integral design) for the urban gardens at the government office
complex in Groningen. 1 o] K=
He has written numerous critical essays on urban and landscape developments and lectures on a regular basis. He is guest
professor at the Academy of Architecture Amsterdam and taught at the Harvard Graduate School of Design.

Selection of publications in English

- ‘Designing Parks’, Architectura et Natura Press, Amsterdam, 1992

- ‘Modernity in Park Design, a retro-active manifesto’, in: Docomomo Journal nr 16 - 1997
-‘La Villette revisited’, in: Topos, nr 19 - 1997

- “The landscape of urban extensions’, in: Topos nr 28 - 1999

- ‘Space on the river’, in: Outdoor space at the Kop van Zuid, Rotterdam, 1999

- ‘Halftime at Kop van Zuid’, in: Topos nr 33 - 2000

- ‘Nieuw Sloten: Low rise in high density’, with Margriet Pflug, Bussum, 2001

- ‘Natural Stone’, in: Topos nr 43 - 2003

- ‘Artificial Nature’, in Territories, Boston/Montreal, 2007

Amsterdam, July 2009

70 71




SPECIAL > Landscape Architect_Lodewijk

1. You, designer of the landscape architecture of Hyundai I’PARK CITY in Suwon-si, have visited Korea for an
invited lecture June, 2009 together with Architect Ben Van Berkel who collaborated this project with you. At
the lecture, you showed a meaning of landscape and your own view, and let us feel a European landscape
philosophy. Please tell us more about your design philosophy based on the urban landscape in this interview.

Landscape is not only scenery, it is a system. The interference between topography, soil conditions, vegetation and occupa-
tion creates the landscape. This complex system caries in it the history of the place; landscape is in essence a cultural phe-
nomenon. Coming from the Dutch tradition, landscape is a thing that we adept to our needs. Urban planning should not
only be about laying out roads and erecting buildings, it should be about the cultivation of a place. That's why it is natural to
take the landscape as the basis for urban design. Only through this concept can we create meaningful places.

2. Hyundai I'PARK, the 245 acre site, goals for the completion in 2012 has a unique U-shaped site and two
streams which flow along the site. What are you emphasizing on this project’s site with unique shape in addi-
tion to Korea project? or what is the most distinguishing mark at this project?

The project is outstanding through the integration of architecture and public space based on the landscape. The design
process is driven by deep analysis of context and program. It is an urban development that puts the landscape first: in design
because we used the concept of landscape as a basis for the urban plan, and in realization because we park all cars under-
ground to give people the space to wander freely through the urban landscape. Within tight constraints we, together with
our client Hyundai Development, found ways to create more ecological values and make a more durable water system.

3. It is said that the secret to your success is the design philosophy, which places the city's history at the heart
of urban landscaping. Create drawings of the basic layout using a solution that enhances the profile of the tar-
get space, and add to this the results of analysis and historical background for a richer landscape design. So,
would you tell us something of yours method for cultivating, or aspects you emphasize ordinary times as a
landscape architect?
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The activities of my firm range from the garden to the city. Very different projects, but they have in common that they are
often constrained within a tight budget, a limited space, and a challenging program. These complex situations force us to
clearly demonstrate our design principles. The context plays an important roll, for both time and place. The history of the
site is a starting point for the future. Enhancing the character of the place, combined with an analytical treatment of the pro-
gram, forms the basis of the design. We see the landscape architect as an ingenious planner and astute integrator in complex
processes. By drawing, we analyze the given situation and program, we research the context and its potential, and we sketch
for the client the consequences of the chosen starting points and conditions. This design technique results in an integral
plan, where all possible aspects fall perfectly together.

4. As previously stated, you develop and find the solution from the historical background of the area. In case
of oriental nations, not Europe (for example, Hyundai I’'PARK, Korea), it is different totally each other. When
you consider by yourself, what do you think of solution of ideal landscape which transcends national, cultural
and spatial limitation?

In the post-war years architects believed that there was one ideal architecture, the International Style. As a result we saw
everywhere the same buildings popping up. This was a misinterpretation of Modernity. | think that we can only progress to a
higher level of landscape architecture, urban planning, and architecture if we work in a contextual way. Of course the
design for I'Park City is my interpretation of the local landscape and is for that matter European in its approach, but the basis
is the local history and local geomorphology that create the landscape conditions that | make use of. Through my research |
discovered how different styles in landscape architecture cohere. It has given me true understanding of the development of
our field through the ages. That also helps me to work in different cultures.

5. Do you have any designer who affects you? If so, what are you value from their elders?

My mentor at University, Hans Warnau, was a Modernist, but with strong roots in the tradition of the profession. He taught
me the importance of craftsmanship. But also of creating places where people are comfortable and feel at home. Those
aspects, combined with expressing the sense of the underlying landscape, is what | like in the Scandinavian landscape archi-

tecture. Thorbjor Andersson is a strong representative at the moment.
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Station Square in Apeldoorn

o
0z

Location Apeldoorn, The Netherlands Collaboration LED artst Giny Vos, urban planner Hans Davidson
Engineering SmitsRinsma, ARUP, DGMR Design 2000 - 2006 Completion 2005 - 2009

Area 1 ha Client Public Private Partnership - city of Apeldoom and developers/contractors Heijmans and BAM
Photographer Rik Klein Grotink, Lodewijk Baljon, Daniel Nicolas

in levels of



Site plan

Lighting

The simple light poles stand loosely spread amongst the stems of the pines. The emphasis is on the spectacle of the glass
wall. It turns the confrontation of the dugout square and the wall as a consequence of that into an interesting feature. It
makes the entrance to the underpass into a feast, that otherwise would have been a dark and sombre place. The 1.3 mil-
lion LED lights in the glass wall picture a continually changing reference of ‘travelling sand" that refers to a sand drift, a
phenomenon of the regional landscape. The glass wall is also lit during the day, making the otherwise dark (north facing)
wall in to the most attractive element of the square.

Sculptural objects

Large elements offer room for specific use or invite passersby to rest and watch the everyday ballet of people coming and
going. The horizontal planes contrast with the gentle sloop of the shell-shaped square. There is a space for skaters, which
provides liveliness. Additionally, a water table made of granite, a red metal protective covering of the roots of the existing
Platanus, and a number of robust sitting elements follow the irregular craquelure-like pattern throughout the square.
Different people at different moments populate the space.
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Sculptural elements in the square provide informal seating The granite water table reflecting the sky

The skate pool is a source of liveliness and diversity in activity of the square ion joir i i inues into the tree grates itting elements the istic of of the floor
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Suwon Hyundai I'Park City

=3 il oto|ma

Location I'Park City in Suwon, Korea Architect Ben van Berkel_UNStudio

Local consultant CA landscape design, Landscape department Hyundai Development, Heerim architects and planners
Engineering consultant ARUP Design 2008 - 2009 Completion 2009 Area 100 ha Program 7000 dwellings and commercial and social facilities
Client Hyundai D ompany Hyundai D

Award Grand Prize, 2008 Public Design Expo Seoul




Further of the land: lustering of buildings
inislands creates identity. The islands have dear'y defined edges and are expressed in
the open landscape as terraces.
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Most of Suwon is build up in a standard city

ate a distinct and pleasing character. Using the context the project will

Gradients are an lmpon.am element of nature.

They are the

Using the potentials of the existing site and program, several gradients
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The architecture of buildings and landscape
is based on the context and the program :
onelives near the city, along the stream,
close to the park or in the village.

Plan of the Model house, a three story pavilion designed by UNStudio, showing the
different types of apartments.

To create a real feeling of coming home, small
numbers of buildings are grouped together,
each time making one unique place.

‘The park benches, opening as a flower, are a unifying element in the open landscape between the variety of islands.
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Gardens

rio

Photographer Lodewijk Baljon, Maayke de Ridder
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National Museum (Rijksmuseum Twente)

Location National Museum (Rijksmuseum) Twente, Enschede, The Netherlands - Area Courtyard 1400 Architect Ben van Berkel_UNStudio
Engineering SmitsRinsma Design 1994 Completion 1996 Photographer Rik Klein Grotink, Lodewijk Baljon ~ Client Government Building Agency
Award ASLA 2004, (Simple elegance creates effective solution.. Jury comment)




The difference in elevation between th and is used folded ‘landscape’.
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The new pavilion includes a cafe that i the sanctity of Abosque of ia (Golden Rain tree) dominates the southeast es form the for the courtyard, yet the court also represents th ich the tour of \eads.
comer of the courtyard and offers a soft counterpoint to the dark building.




The Koelreuterias form a leafy, airy canopy over half the garden and offer a soft counterpart to the dark masonry wall

surface.

The gravel planes, exected in two tints of grey, continuously interweave with one another. In shape and in slope they complement the leaning

geometries of the modern cafe.

Lines of the new building and the planes meet each other and continue. The pattem of Koelreuterias interfere with the lines of the planes. The perception of the Galvanized steel strips form the edges of the planes. The steel i ightly and as a result the pl
T yard. and create a lightness in contrast to the weight of the old building.
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Installation

Location International Garden Festival, Chaumont.sur-Loire, France
Design 2002 Completion 2003 Area 250n*
Photographer Lodewijk Baljon Client CIPJP, France
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Waal riverfront in Nijmegen HO|HZA 2 Ztt

Masterplan Urban development of riverfront - Collaboration architect Liesbeth van der Pol (Dok architects) Design 2005 2006 Masterplan  Design Development 2009 - 2010
Completion 2010 - Location Waalfront in Nijmegen, The Netherlands Area 30 ha  Program 2650 dwellings, plus social and commercial facilities
Client Public Private Partnership - city of Nijmegen and Bouwfonds Property Development - Photographer Lodewijk Baljon




the banks of the river Waal, the busiest waterway of

; o with the industri
Europe. The historic city s in the background.

plan with in the right-hand he i ity of Nijmegen.
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A. Long lines persistent in the history i itions of dik B. icular to the river ightli project i ivity to . Historic layers (Grid pattern of the Roman town and the 19thcentury fortificati F. Amosaic of di i is tied together by the network of the urban land-

through the ages. the 'riverscape for the whole new and the adjacent existing district. expressed in the urban plan, creating the basis for a meaningful public space. scape.
C.New road linked to the new bridge and giving access to the Waal riverfront. The dike  D. A green zone at the city is met with wedge at the river.
in the middle is the division in car traffic, an unobstructed path for bikes and pedestrians.  Buildings not directly on the embankment have an indirect link to the river through the

landscape structure.



SPECIAL > Landscape Architect_Lodewijk Baljon

Pothoofd Apartment Project Pothoofd OHIFE THX| Li ZZAA

Architect Jo Crepain (Guy Mertens project architect) Engineering SmitsRinsma

Location Pothoofd in Deventer, The Netherlands Area 4 ha Design 1999~2003 Completion 2003 ~2005
Client Public Private Partnership - city of Deventerand developer/contractor Schute

Photographer Daniel Nicolas, Lodewijk Baljon, Toon Grobet
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